enn 
. Uſe and Office, with IS Inflances 3 
£4 the Weakneſs and Imper feftion, of 
Nag in Matters of Religion, „ 


* kk "Padadied at the * | 
'TRIENNIAL VISITATION 
Of tbe Reverend . 
ä The Dz an and Carras, | 
5p =" a 
The Cathedral Church of L1iCaFittD, 
| O N 


© Saturday, April the 2oth, 1705 


2 


By THOMAS SHAW, M. A. 
Late of Queen's CoLLEGE in OXFoRD. 


Pu bliſhed at the Requeſt of the Dean, Preben- 
| daries, and W 3 
— — 
0 X F 0 R D: 
At the CLARENDON- PRESS, MDCCLXV. 


Sold by Dax ITL PRIN OE. 
Alſo by Joun RivinG Ton, in St. PauPs Church-Yard, 


London, 


* 


. 


S* 


8 


W 
* 


Imprimatur, us 15 J © 
* O. RO WN E, 4 
Vice-Can. Oxon. 


June, 15. 1765. 


2:0 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE © 


Harry Earl of STamroRD. 


My Lora, 
| T the Time of writing, and de- 
livering this Diſcourſe, I little 
thought of it's Publication. But, 
moved as I am by the Requeſt, which 
I eſteem the command, of my Supe- 
riors, I beg Leave to introduce it into 
the World under your Lordſhip's Pa- 
tronage';;—not unmindful of it's De- 
fects, and how much therefore it ſtands 
in need of that Candour in the Readers, 
which was happily experienced in the 
Hearers of it. 

Whatever may be it's Fate, Irejoice in 
the Opportunity it affords me of pay- 
ing the Tribute of a grateful Heart: 
a Heart filled with a warm and active 

1 Senſe 


y 


iy DEDICATION. 


Senſe of the particular Favours which 
you have conferred upon me ;—ſuch 
as would argue me diſingenuous, and 
altogether unworthy, to forget on any, 
or indeed not to mention on every, oc- 


caſion. Long, my Lord, very long 


may you live to your F amily, to your 
Friends, and to. your Country, May 
the Title of STamrorD deſcend to late 
Poſterity, with the Benevolence, the 
Generoſity, and the Publick-ſpirited- 
neſs of it's preſent Poſſeſſor: Virtues 
which add Luſtre to the moſt ſhining 
Honouts, and diffuſe Bleſſings all ar- 
round them! And that this Addfreſs 
too may be accepted as a Teſtimony of 
real Gratitude, —-is the earneſt Deſire 
and ſincere Wiſh of; 


My Lord, 


Your Lordſbip's very 1 obliged; 
and mos faithful humble Servant, 


THOMAS SHAW. 


Dudley, 
May 10. 1765. 


Po VERS VIII. 12. 
I Wiſdom duell with Prudence... © 


OW hard is the Fate of Revela- 
tion, at once to encounter the 
Malevolence of Oppoſition, and 
to ſuffer by the Indiſeretion of Zeal! Not 
open Enemies only, but not a Few, who 
walk in the Houſe of God, eſteeming them- 
ſelves, and wiſhing others to eſteem them, 
it's trueſt Friengs, do it much D:i/honour; and 
the latter of theſe by a well-meaning probably, 
but ſurely an ill-tempered Warmth, expoſe it, 
no leſs than the former, to Scorn and Deriſion. 
Some are enamoured with the Faculty of 
Reaſon in Man, as if it was almoſt equal to 
the Power of Intuition in Angels; — and it's 
A Praiſe 


K 


(2) 
Praiſe is ever in their Mouths. So clear, ſo 
bright is the Light of Nature, that Ch, Sun 
of Righteouſneſs needs not to ariſe upon them, 
either to diſcover the Path of Life, or to con- 
duct their Feel into the Way of Peace. — Not 
ſo ſplendid is the Talent of Underſtanding in 
the Eye of Others. With theſe it's original 
Luſtre is not only ſullied and obſcured, © but 
utterly effaced : The primitive Vigour and 
Perception of the Mind not only enfeebled, 
| but loſt. | Between it's Abode in the Body, 
| and the Region of divine Knowledge, 7here 
| is a great Gulpb fired: So that the vain 
Wretch, who preſumes to advance towards 
the Palace of Wiſdom, like the (a) Men of 
Sodom at the Entrance of the righteous Man's 
| Houſe, is ſtruck with Blindneſs, and weartes 
: himſelf to find the Door. 
Errors both ! Human Reaſon is-not 10 all- 
ſufficient, as it appears through the flatter- 
ing Medium of Pride, and Self-Conceit ; — 
nor is it ſo dark, and blind, as it is repre- 
ſented by the gloomy Religioniſt. It's Powers 
in their utmoſt Extent & Cultivation, do not 
ſuperſede the Uſe, I may add, the Neceſſity 
of Revelation: Vet this glorious Superſtruc- 
ture is founded upon Reaſon, as a "Rock ; 
| (4) Gen. 19. 11. 


_ 


b 

and however violently the MN indi and Waves 
beat upon it, it here ſtands firm, and immove- 
able. The Truth is: Theſe nobleſt Gifts of 
God to Man ſupport and illuſtrate each 
other, are moſt intimate Friends and Compa- 
nions for ever inſeparable. — 4 W: dom dwell 
with" Prudence. 

Interpreting Wiſdom here of A * 
Au of Underſtanding in general, — from 
the Paſſage conſidered in this unreſtrained 
Senſe, I ſhall take Occaſion to diſplay the 
Uſe, and deſcribe the Province of the latter in 
reſpect to the former; — yet not omitting 
ſuch Inſtances of the Weakneſs, and Imper- 
fection of Reaſon, as will evince the Dignity, 
and Excellence of a Revelation. 

That there is a God, a Being bai 
perfect, who created the Univerſe, and pre- 
ſides over the Work of his Hands, is the fun- 
damental Principle of all Religion. — Vain is 

every Hope, and every Fear, if there is not a 
ſovereign Friend above to patronize the vir- 
tuous, and good; Objects (if their beſt Fa- 
culties do not deceive) Objects of Eſteem, and 
Happineſs; — nor a righteous Governor to 
puniſh the vicious and immoral; Veſſels (if 
Conſcience does not falſly divine) Veſſels of 
Diſhonour, and Wrath, and fitted for Deſiruc- 

A 2 tion 


(+) 
Hom. If Man &ah boaſt of no higher an Ori- 
gin, than to be the Offspring of Chance; if 
he ſtands in no more honourable a Relation, 
than to be the Slave of Fate; alas! in his 
beſt Eſtate, Anxiety is his Lot here, and No- 
thing, or he knows not What, his Portion 
hereafter. — But by what Way is he aſſured 
that he is the Creature of God, and a Subject 
bf his Providence? — By Inſprration? That 
He, in whom all Spirits Ive, and move, and 
dave their Being, may dart upon any of them 
ſuch Rays of his Glory, as to remove the Oc- 
caſion of any farther Enquiry, can be doubt - 
ed by thoſe alone, who would fix Limits te 
the divine Power. But that he ſhould con- 
deſcend thus to ſhew himſelf to the Sons of 
Men in their prefent State, is either Folly or 
Madneſs to expect, or pretend. — So Hke- 
wiſe to urge a more general Revelation, before 
it is certain, that there is a Deity to reveal, 
is an Aſſumption of the Point, which wants 
Confirmation. Nay, if Miracles ſhould be 
wrought to atteſt ſuch a Revelation, the mar- 
vellous Works might indeed aſtoniſh ; — but 


would they convince: Mankind, unleſs it were 


previouſly known, that his mora/ Perfections 
will not ſuffer other Spirits to delude weak, 


and fallible Mortals* Or would it avail to 


dwell 


63) 


dwell upon it's intrinfick Purity; and Excel- 
lence, till it appeared, that God {a} it rigb- 
trons in all his Ways, and boly' in all his 
Mortis; and that Nothing, unleſs tending to 
the Advancement of Virtue, e and m_ 
lineſs can flow from him? 


How then is the 2 of Religion = 


laid in the Hearts of Men? By the Light of 
Nature, and the Uſe of Reaſon; which with 
irreſiſtible Perſpicuity demonſtrate, and aſcer- 
-tain the Exiſtence, and Perfections of a God. 
As it is abſurd to fay, that Something may 
proceed from Nothing; - ſo the Conſequence 
is neceſſary, that there muſt be an eternal 
. Cauſe of all Things. There is no Being, which 
offers itſelf to our Notice, ſo perfect, and in- 
dependent, as to be capable of producing, or 
even of ſuſtaining itſelf: So that the Machine 
of Nature, as it was contrived and made, ſo 
it is conducted and upheld by ſome mighty 
Hand, whoſe wonderful Formation and Diſ- 
poſition of Parts beſpeak a moſt wiſe, and 
moſt powerful Artiſt, — When we look down 
upon the vegetable World, and are ſtruck with 

the delicate Conſtruction of Plants, and 

Flowers; how uniform each, and yet how 

various the ſeveral Tribes of them, I. 


(a) Pal. 145. 17. 12 


with 


with their Uſe, Pleaſure, and Beauty: 


When we riſe from paſſive Matter, to breath- 


ing Animals, and ſurvey the Organization' of 
their Bodies; how diſtinguiſhed the Species, 
and ordained to peculiar Offices ſubſerving the 
general Good, inſpired too, as it were, with 
inſtinctive Faculties proper, and commodious 
to them; how their Conſtitutions are adapted 
to their reſpective Elements, the genial Hand 


of Nature alſo every Moment opening. and 
filling all Things living with Plenteouſueſs: — 


If, once more, Man turns his Eye upon him- 
ſelf, and views the exquiſite Art, and pecu- 


Tar Shape of his own Body, the Parts de- 


pending upon, and aſſiſting each other, and 


conſtituting one beautiful Whole: and then 


contemplates the Fabrick of his Mind, how it 
perceives, compares, judges, wills, and re- 
flects; it's Diſcernment of Good and Evil, 
how amiable the one, how deformed the 
other ; — its Senſe of Order and Harmony, — 
together with the Preſages of Conſcience; and 
the Thirſt of Immortality: — Does Reaſon 


return ſilent from this Proſpect of natural Mi- 
* racles? — Silent a while in Admiration, and 
| loſt in Amazement, ſhe at length breaks forth, 


and cries aloud — {a} Who knoweth not in all 
(a) Job 12. 9. 
theſe, 


(3). 
theſe, that the Hand of the Lord hath wrought 
this, in whoſe Hand is the Soul. of every living | 
Thing, and the: Breath of all Mankind ? | 
Thus the common, but moſt ſtupendous Scene | 
of Nature bears as ſtrong and illuſtrious a 
Teſtimony of a Divine Agency, as could be 
given by any extraordinary Interpoſitions to 
eſtabliſh. ſuch a Revelation, as is before ſup- 
poſed. Should a putrifying Lazarus be recall- 
ed from the Grave; — or ſhould the moulder- 
ed Bodies of thoſe, who have ſlept for Ages, 
awake, and ariſe, from their Beds of Duſt, 
— would ſuch preternatural Effects require a 
greater Profuſion of Skill, and Power, than 
to inſpire the breathleſs Clay of Adam with a 
living Soul, or to cauſe (a) the Bones to grow 
in the Womb of ber, that is with Child? — 
Or ſhould the Sun be darkened in it's meri- 
dian Brightneſs, . pt be ſtopped ( humanly, 
not philoſophically ſpeaking) be ſtopped, 
when like a Giant running it's Courſe in the 
midſt of Heaven; — would theſe Phenomena 
more plainly argue an omnipotent Arm, than 
in the Beginning to kindle the Beams of this 
great Light, to give Motion to the vaſt Body, 
— ordaining it to brighten diſtant Worlds, 
and ſcatter it's Rays on this our Earth, to ani- 

(a) Eccl. 11. 5. | 


mate 


SR, 


(8) 
mate the Face of Nature, and diſplay the 
Beauties of Creation. — However therefore 

Miracles may proclaim the Authority of God, 
yet the People not favoured with Prodigies, 
even the moſt barbarous, and uncivilized Na- 
tions, have upon ſure Principles concurred in 
the Acknowledgment of a Deity from his 
many wonderful Operations upon the Earth, 
and from thoſe: glorious Orbs, the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars of Light ; which, unin- 
telligent themſelves, ſerve the Purpoſes of a 
moſt conſummate Wiſdom, dividing the Day 
From the Night, and bringing about Winter, 
end Summer, Seed Time, and Harveſt. Hence 
St. Paul declares, that /a) God never left hin- 
ſelf without Witneſs; but that the inviſible 
Things of him from the Creation of the World 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things, 
that are made, even his eternal cara and 
Godhead. | 
Thus Nature itſelf e ahi Man 
does not live in a fatherleſs World, but is the 
Child of Him, who % is mighty in Strength, 
and Wiſdom, and whoſe (c} tender Mercy ts 
over all his Works. — Gratitude, and Intereſt 
conſpire in prompting him to give Thanks 
for every Expreſſion of Kindneſs, to implore 


(a) Acts 14.17. (% Job 36. 5. (e) Pal. 145. 9. 
3 the 


(9) 


the Supply of preſent, and future Wants, 
and to obtain his Favour (the only Means of 
Glory and Happineſs) by all poſſible Inſtances . 
of Duty; that ſo, when God zaketh away bis 
Breath at the End of a Life ſpent according 
to his Will, the pious Son may be tranſlated 
to a better Inheritance. — Now from the pa- 
ternal Goodneſs of God it may be preſumed, 
that he would not leave his Creatures to the 
hard (if poſſible) Taſk of deducing by their 
natural Abilities a perfect and efficacious Rule 
of Life; but would favour them with one 
by a divine Revelation. But, as an Impoſtor 
may uſurp an heavenly Authority, and cheat 
the World with hing Wonders; how ſhall 
they diſcern between Truth, and Fraud, and 
diſtinguiſh the Prophet from the Deceiver? 
Aſk Reaſon. — No ſooner is the Meſſenger 
ſaid to deſcend from Heaven, but ſhe mo- 
deſtly examines his Credentials, and conſiders 
his Claims; aſſured, that a blind Credulity is 
the Source of endleſs Error, is no r and 
merits no Praiſe. 

Firſt, if the Meſſage itſelf does not 6 
with the natural Idea of the divine Attri- 
butes, if a/ the Commandment is not holy, juſt. 
and good; Reaſon not only ſuſpends Aſſent, 


(a) Rom. 7. 12. 
but 


( 10 


but without Heſitation concludes, that /a} 
there is @ Lie in his right Hand. Or if it 
contains any thing impoſſible in itſelf, or 
contrary to any certain Truth, whether per- 
ceived by the Senſes, ſelf evident, or fairly in- 
ferred; it cannot be the Embaſſy of Heaven. 
The Repreſentation of the ſame Thing, as 
true, and falſe at the ſame Time, — true, as 
it appears to Senſe in Nature, and falſe, as it 
is offered to Faith in Religion; — is repug- 
nant to that Conſiſtency, and Harmony, which 
unite ſo ſtrongly in all the Creator's Works. 
Such Contradiction belongeth not unto God: 
Nor can an Angel from Heaven induce a Be- 
Iief of a manifeſt Falſhood. 

But if the Meſſage is not unworthy of the 


Divine Nature, and approves itſelf to the 


Conſcience of Man, it is then a fair Pre- 


-ſumption, yet not an abſolute Certainty, that 


God has ſent it. But farther, if to excellent 
Precepts the extraordinary Atteſtation of Mi- 


. racles is annexed; Reaſon with all Readineſs 


of Mind recerves it, as the Word of God; and 
the Prophet, as a Man of God. — The ge- 
-neral Courſe of Nature rolls along with ad- 
. mirable Exactneſs, and Regularity ; a Series 
of Cauſes acting uniformly, and producing a 


(a) Lai. 44 · 20. 
con- 


be... 
— 


- FT 

_ conſtant Series of Effects. This eſtabliſhed 
Order can be interrupted only by the Power, 
or Permiſſion of God. In Him, according to 
our natural Conceptions of the Rectitude and 
Perfection of his Nature, Mercy, and Truth 
are eſſentially inherent: And therefore Im- 
mutability muſt change, before He himſelf 
can, or will permit inferior Spirits to work 
: Miracles in Confirmation of a Prophet, whom 
He has not ſent; unleſs He empowers his 
Creatures to diſcover' the Cheat, and detect 
the Impoſtor. So that a Teacher from God, 
by performing Works plainly ſupernatural, 
repeatedly and publickly, by curing invete- 
rate Diſeaſes with a Word, and raiſing the 
Dead; — and if farther, after laying, down 
his own Life in Aſſurance of his high Preten- 
fions, he ſhould reſtore it to himſelf; — by 
theſe extraordinary Effects he exhibits a claim 
to a divine Commiſſion inconteſtable, an Evi- 
dence only not irreſiſtible. — That God ſhould 
uſe, or grant his Power to deceive the World, 

is a blaſphemous Suppoſition: And it is a 
groſs Abſurdity to imagine, that the Devil, 
or his Angels ſhould maintain the Cauſe of 
Virtue, and aid in the Subverſion of their 
own Kingdom. * 


252 | In 
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(12) 

In after-Times when Miracles are ceaſed, 
and the Report of them is conveyed to the 
Mind, not through Senſe, but by Teſti- 
mony ; — The Skill, and Fidelity of the Hiſ- 
torians, with the Genuineneſs of their Ac- 
counts, will be Subjects of rational. Enquiry. 
In the Days of the Prophet, Men being com- 
petent Judges of what they ſe with their Eyes, 
or hear with their Ears, will be at once de- 
termined in their Opinion. But Pofterity will 
not praiſe their Saying, nor build a Faith upon 
it, unleſs perſuaded, that the Teſtifiers of the 
ſurpriſing Facts were Men of ſound Heads, 
and upright Hearts, neither deluded as En- 
thuſiaſts, nor ſeducing as Impoſtors; — and 
that their Records carry plain Marks of Cre- 
dibility, — ſuch as, being publiſhed, when, 
if falſe, Confutation was eaſy, and yet not 
confuted, though in the hands of ſubtle, and 
violent Opponents, — acknowledged by the 
Authors, received by their Followers, and 
allowed too by Adverſaries, — diſperſed in 
great Numbers, and into different Regions, 
ſo as to cut of all Opportunity of mangling, 
or deſtroying the Originals, and ſubſtituting 
Forgeries, — and moreover diſtinguiſhed by 
the Air of the Times, in which they are ſup- 

poſed to be penned, and correſponding in the 


ſeveral 


(13) 

ſeveral Paſſages alluded to, or quoted by co- 
temporary, and ſucceeding Writers. — Here 
then I would obſerve, that Reaſon recom- 
mends, and approves the Inſtitution of Jeſus, 
as a Revelation from Heaven. His Precepts 
are entirely divine: — The mighty (a) Works, 
which he did; bear Witneſs of him, that the 
Father hath ſent him: — The mighty Works, 
which if he did not, and the Evangeliſts were 
either deceived, or meant to deceive; — even 
the Senſe of Multitudes had loſt it's Diſcern- 
ment, and the venerable weer, of Ange 
is but ſolemn Romance. 

. Eſpecially too, as nde this wich the 
n Declarations of the Divine Will, (the 
farther Office of Reaſon) there is a mutual 
Reference to each other; and it explains, im- 
proves, and completes, whatever 75% God at 
ſundry Times, and in divers Manners 'ſpake in 
Times paſt by the Prophets, whoſe Laws, and 
Predictions he came moſt eminently to (e). ful- 
fil. — Thus /d Wiſdom is juſtified of a her 
Children. The Characters of the Meſſiah are 
fairly applicable, and therefore were applied 
by the Diſciples of Jeſus to the Perſon of their 

Maſter. Juſt before the firſt Martyr expired, 


(a) John 5. 36. (5) Heb. 1. 1. (e) Mat. 5. 17 
„6% 


(4 Luke 7. 35. 


(14) 
he was diſcourſing to this Effect. (a) The elo- 
quent (b) Apollos, mighty in the Scriptures, 
by them convinced the Jews. And {c) fre- 
quent are the Reaſonings of the Apoſtles, that 
Zeſus was the Chriſt foretold by the Prophets. 
A Revelation thus deriving it's Origin from 
Heaven, and given to be the Standard of 
Faith, and Obedience, is not left to be cor- 
rupted by the Figments of Tradition, but, as 
it has been ſuggeſted, is conſigned to Wri- 
ting; that ſo it may appear in it's Purity, and 
Simplicity to remoteſt Ages. Reaſon then 
does not yet become uſeleſs. The Seſe of 
this holy Book, like that of others, is to be 
inveſtigated by the Underſtanding. — Not but 
that every ingenuous Mind, as Need requires, 
may expect a ſuperior Aid to quicken it's Per- 
ceptions in the diſcovery of Truth; coope- 
rating with it's Motions, and helping it's In- 
firmities, but neither thruſting Reaſon from 
it's Station, nor intruding upon the free Agen- 
cy «f Man. It is a Frenzy to expect, that 
God ſhould open our Eyes, that we fad may 
ſee the wondrous Things of his Law, unleſs, 
during ſome Portions of our Time, we ſtudy 
in it. £2 Ska 


(a) Acts 17. (8b) — 18. 24, &c. (c) — 3-18. 
x. 43. = 26. 22, 23, &c. (d) Pſ. 119. 18. 


And 


(us) 

And whenever we take the frered Pages in 
our Hands, the ſame uſeful Guide directs us, 
in order to attain the genuine Signification, to 
admit no private Interpretation in Oppoſition 
to the whole revealed Will of God; — to 
keep in view the particular Aim of the 
Speaker, or Writer, — together with the 
Modes, and Cuſtoms of the Age, and Counts 
try, and his {ſpecial Applications to the People, 
to which he is addreſſing himſelf; — to con- 
ſider the Forms of Speech peculiar to every 
Language, and to check the Flights of Pi- 
gures ; — to explain Paſſages difficult, or ob- 
ſcure, by others more eaſy and leſs ambiguous, 
and to preſerve the Coherence of the princi- 
pal Parts, like the Pillars of a magnificent 
Temple, ſtrong, regular, and beautiful. — 
Through Inattention to theſe Dictates of 
Reaſon, — how have the Words of Truth, and. 
Soverneſs been miſinterpreted, and wreſted to 
the Purpoſes of Error, Confuſion, and De- 
ſtruction ! Some, it is to be feared, from 

hence renouncing the Faith, whilſt Others 
- haye been eſtabliſhing ſuch Principles, as con- 
tradict our cleareſt Notions, undermining that 
Morality, which hath immoyeable Founda+ 
tions, and defeating the main End, for which 


. 


(26) 

our Saviour came into the World, which was 
to {a} defiroy the Works of the Devil. 57 

With the utmoſt Propriety therefore do the 
Scriptures themſelves allow, and encourage a 
free, and unprejudiced Uſe of the Under- 
ſtanding in Matters of Religion. Some Paſ- 
ſages have indeed been appealed to, as op- 
poſing ſuch a Practice. But thoſe. very Paſ- 
ſages ſhew, how Scripture may be miſunder- 
ſtood by injudicious, or perverted by ill- mind- 
ed Men; — ſince taken with the Context 
they declare only againſt the Abuſe, or the 
Pride, not the ſober Uſe of Reaſon. This is 
inculcated in Terms, and recommended in a 
Manner, One would think, incapable of Tor- 
ture or Reſiſtance. Not to mention our Lord's 
Injunction to his Diſciples, — ( Be ye wiſe 
as Serpents; — nor his Reproof of them, — 
(c) How is it, that ye do not underſland? with 
other Places, in which the Exerciſe of Rea- 
ſon is implied, and enforced ; — let it ſuffice 
to. obſerve, that the Apoſtle, who preached 
the Word of God to the Inhabitants of Be- 
rea, whoſe Praiſe is recorded, becauſe they 
(d) ſearched the Scriptures, and who (e) rea- 
ned in the Synagogue every Sabbath, Per- 


(a) 1 John 3 3. 8. (65) Mat. 10. 16. (c) --- 16. 11. 
id) Acts 17.11. (e) — 18. 4. 
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Juading, the Jenps, and the Greeks,—tells h 
Corinthians, "Ae le Seats 75 55 2 
Men, and bids. them. Judge 704 10 he fat, e | 
horting them, in anther Epiſtle, to / 47655 og 
amine themſeſnes, whether. 15 wy m t 4 
Faith. He adviſes. 75 Epheſians } nat 1 
be unwiſe, but. under/tanding 1 1 e al. 9 
the Lord is and the 1 o ( 
prove. all A, binge, 80 Iikewiſe bt. Na en) 
19ins, = — 70 Sa, 2 42 wer % 


the many 7 ale w 5 a 41 ou 
into the 4 P 
Still, after all gur | Is ena me och 
not expect to maſter gyery Difficulty. The 
various Explications of thoſę Interpre ters, 
who lived in the carlieſt Ages after the. A- 
poaſtles, confirm, that there ære fame Things 
hard to be undenſtood. and of doubtful Im- 
port, which cannot be ſuppoſed to be more 
eaſy, ot more clear to us, who live ab th 8 
Diſtance of Time, and Place. And Where 
c) 1 Cor. 10.7 ) 2 Cor. 1 
* 10 14 er bf w 0 e 
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(18) 
e Letter of Seriptute is plain, and it's 
Meaning obvious; yet ſome ſuch Articles are 
there contained, as overpower the Compre- 
henſion of Human Intellect, and baffle it's 
moſt laboured Application: i Articles diſcloſed; 
not to excite Curioſity, or raiſe Wonder only; 
but to exerciſe Faith, and ſerve the Purpoſes 
of Religion ;—though © the moſt improved 
Powers of Man can neither account for, nor 
explore the Manner of them. What a won- 
derful Analogy. diſplays itſelf in the Works 
and Ways of God That (i al. Things 
were made.by Him, and that without Him was 
not any Thing made that was made, is the Voice 
of univerſal Nature: Vet, Creation be who 
can underſtand it? Or, who'can penetrate 
beyond the Surface into the internal Effence 
even of the leaſt Particle of Matter, which 
lies continitally before us? The viſible Order 
and Regularity of Things are inconceivable, 
if // God. ruleth not in Jacob, and unto the 
Ends of the Earth: Vet, daily Occurrences 
compel us aſtoniſhed to "confeſs, that His 
71) Way is in the Sea, and His Path in the 
great Waters, and that His Foorſeps are not 
Auron. gut fo, though Nee is clear 


(i) Joh I. by e PRI. 59. 3h C Palm 
27> 19. 2 : 
and 


6819 
and expreſs, the Subject, too 5 for our 
Faculties, ſoars. . far above out. of our Sig 
Let Reaſon is not faithleſs. Wuere Falle. 
hood appears, Aſſent, as obſerved before, i Is 
impoſſible. Where it is not evident, the | 
Mind is in a pendulous State, if on the other 


Hand it does not perceive. the Truth « of a 
Propoſition, But, though thick ' Darkne 7 


thus intercepts the View of Man, yet if G 
who knoweth all. T, bings, declareth the Tr 7455 
ma Myſtery, Reaſon humbly acquieſces, or 
firmly credits the infallible Authority. 

ſhall not affect to entertain you with the 22 

ſons, why the Deity may be ſuppoſed thus to 
hide, as it were, Himſelf, and His Diſpenſa- 

tions from us: Whether the Caſe be, that 
more ample Diſcoveries might overwhelm our 

F aculties, or anticipate the Progreſſion re- 
ſerved for another State. Be this as it will : 
Tt may calm our eager Enquiries to conſider, 
that Virtue, not Knowledge, is the Taſk of 
Man; and that a due Portion of the one, 
will raiſe us to ſuch a Degree of the other, 
as is too great and wonderful for us to attain 

ere, Every Thing conducive to this End 

lies plain and even to the moſt ordinary Ca- 
pacity. The Sacred Volume unfolds every 

Rule pertaining to Life, and Godlineſs. The 

| "M0 2 Wiſe 
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Wiſdom lo Saber i iflkriben n kuck 
CER that be who Fans may read thertl. 
of 1 19675 Dep ths both of flatufül, and ſuper- 
natural owledge, it may be africa; that 
1 ) God under andes the Way chert And 
He knoweth the Place bete. This" is Bt 
the Province of Mai: T6 hit He Faith, 
60 De ear of the Lord, that ii un, 
5 to Gul 70 Evi 0 ili 15 e 
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all 1 775 Cales. 80 furtodnded with variety 
7 Circumſtances are the Lives of every In- 
dividual, that, if they ſhould be ſtated, and 
they could, be ſtated 2 by the Finger of 
Cod, the. 77 U itſe If could not contain the 
Books that ful 4e written. Thus, Tem- 
benance a and Sobriety are eminent Branches of 
Duty. But, as à Courſe of Liſe compatible 
| with theſe 929 in one Man, may, gag 
| Difference of Conſtitution, or other Acci- 
dents, be criminal in another; ſo, Attention 
and Obſervation are requiſi te to fix, in fuch 
Caſe, the Limits of Duty. Charity is the 
great Commandment in the Law of Chriſt : 


(m) Job 28. 23. 18 28. 


Vet, 


(m) 

Vet, this needs riot only the Incitemint of 
Senſe to quicken "Compaſſion; bat the RE- 
ſtraint of Jadgmentz left 'Benevolence! degt- 
nerate into Weakneſs.” What ſhould: we 
think 6f the Min; who, mindful of the Pre- 
cept of inceſſant Prayer, ſhould deem him- 
ff engaged to ſpend every Moment of his 
Life upon his Knees ? Moſt certainly, that 
he wanted Prudence to cool the Ardour of 
Devotion, and to teach him, that this Com- 
mand was fulfilled by a conſtant habitual 
Preparation, and a frequent actual Diſcharge, 
when Time and Place allowed, ee In- 
ſtances of Duty did not interfere. 1 


But what need of expatiating facher on 

the uſe of Reaſon, when they, whom Words 
decry, 1 in Fact acknowledge it? For, to what 
Principle in Human Nature do theſe ſpiritual 
Men apply themſelves to work Converſions, 
but to carnal Reaſon ; to which, however 
diſparaged, or to Nothing, they muft be un- 
derſtood to ſubmit their Appeals. In ſhort, 
to renounce Intelligence, becauſe we enjoy 
the Light of the Goſpel, is juſt as abſurd as 
it would be to extinguiſh our Eyes, becauſt 
we walk in the Mid-Day, in the Glory of 
the Sun. 


But, 


ez) 

But, leſt any one ſhould bog of Under 
ſtanding, and give it a Perfection foreign to 
it, it muſt be remembered, that it is a Fa- 
culty oniy, capable indeed of Growth and Re- 
finement, yet liable too to ruſt in Inaction, 
and ſubject to Corruption. Experience has 
ſadly. verified, that theſe were but the too 
natural Events, ſhortly after the Monſter 8in 
reared it's Head, and depraved the Wills of 
Men. They ſoon (o became vain in their 
Tmaginations, intermixing moſt erroneous 
with true Notions of the Divine Nature, and 
ſunk, by Degrees, into the moſt ſhameful 
Idolatry, and barbarous Superſtition. So that, 
in few Ages, the Multitude of Men too near- 
ly reſembled Elymas, whoſe Eyes once en- 
Joyed the Bleſſing of Sight, but, at the Word 
of the Apoſtle, (p) there fell on him a Mi it, 
and a Darkneſs; and be went about, ſeeking 
ome to lead him by the. Hand. At different 
Periods, and in diſtant Countries, God raiſes 
up. wiſe Men, and Prophets, to remove the 
Scales from their Eyes; and at length he 
ſends his Son, to reſtore corrupted Truth, 
and re-enlighten the World with a clear Re- 
preſentation of his Nature, Worſhip, and 
Service. 


(% Rom. 1. 11. 0) Acts 13. 11. St 
| Im- 


(4) 
Immorality treads" cloſe upon the Heels of 
Irreligion. The Sacred Hiſtorian ſoon in- 
forms us, that 77% all Fleſh bal currupted his 
Way upon the Earth: And the (Y Apoſtle gives 
a terrible Deſcription of the Wiekedneſs of 
thoſe Times in vthich the Goſpel appeared. 
And how could the contrary be expected? 
When Reaſon lay neglected, or was unheard, 
in vain did the Profeſſors of Wiſdom deliver 
wholfome Precepts, and ſage Counſels: In 
vain did they - ſpeak the Praiſe, | or delineate 
the Beauty of Virtue,—or even urge Happi- 
neſs as it's inſeparable Attendant. — The Tor- 
rent of Corruption was only to be ſtopped by 
the Interpoſition of Heaven. The divine 
Reformer therefore deſcends,—enforces the 
Obſervance of his Laws by the moſt awful 
Sanctions, —and, with a ſovereign Authority, 
commands us to cleanſe ourſelves from all Fil- 
thineſi , Fleſt and Spirit, — and to ain 
from all Appearance of Euil. to add to Faith 
Virtue, Knowledge, | Temperance, Patience, 

and Cbarity; — to riſe through the ſeveral De- 
grees of Perfection, till the whole Man is 
adorned with moral Beauty. The antient 

Philoſophers have exhibited a Sketch, the 

Out- lines, with the dead Colouring of Vir- 

:(q) Gen. 6. 12. (r Rom. 1. 21, Sc. 
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tue: A] more: perfect Autiſt has added the 
fine Strakes, and delicate Tonches; and, by 
a molt exquiſits Finiſhing, has Siern. Life and 
un to the whole Picture. nota. 

Why ſhould I mention, that:Reaſon i is ine 
Vie: to Revelation for raiſing her languid 
Hope into an, abſolute Gertainty of the ffi- 
cacy of Repentance, and the Aidiof Haaven- 
The Heathen ſtrives to quiet his Conſeience, 
and appeaſe the Deity, by Purifications, Sa- 
erifices, and ſundry Kinds of ſuperſtitions 
Obſervances: But, hearing no Aſabrr of” 


Peace, his Mind is /ike abe trqubled Seay: com- 


tinually agitated by Hope and Fear. But the 
Chriſtian, upon the Terms of Faith in a Sa- 
viour, and Repentance towards God, is aſ- 


ſured of the Remiſſion of Sins; and, in the 


clear Proſpe& of Forgiveneſs, may / re- 
yu with Joy unſpeakable; and fidl of Glory. 
Nay farther, his natural Impotence is 
Rrengthened- from above: he Armour of 
God enables him to ſuſtain every Preſſure, to 
repel every Temptation, to ſubdue euery Cor- 
ruption. Where Nature would fail, Grace 
is victorious. She brings her Champion out 


"of e Conflict mare than n ee and 


FETAL 


(s) 1Pet, I. 1 6. D 28) 01, 
L GAL IV?) et ome Jen 


„ +» OE 
enables him finally to triumph over the Devil, 
tbe World, and the Fleſh. | 


But I muſt not paſs over in | Silence, that 
however ſtrong the Suggeſtions of Nature and 
Reaſon are, that there will be a future State, 
yet their Powers cannot infallibly diſcover 
that moſt important, and moſt comfortable 
Truth to every good Man,—that he will live 
for ever in Regions beyond the Grave. The 
State of the World demonſtrates, that his 
Hope is not in this Life only. But are fond 
Deſires, are ardent Longings, are plauſible 
Conjectures ſtrong enough to work a ſolid 
Conviction of an Eternity hereafter ? And, 
ſo ſwift is every Portion of Duration, fo dark 
and full of Horror is the View of Extinc- 
tion, even at the moſt lengthened Diſtance, 
that the gloomy Thought, the diſmal Ex- 
pectation, muſt diſturb every intermediate 
Enjoyment, damp every Pleaſure, and dimi- 

| niſh even the Bliſs of Heaven. What glad 
Tidings then are thoſe, which bring Life and 
Immortality to Light ;—which declare Man's 
Title to it which repreſent the Nature of 
this eternal State, as ſurpaſling all the Powers 
of Thought, and Language ;—and even it's 
Degrees of Happineſs urging him to excel 
in Virtue, by deſcribing the Saints above out- 
D ſhining 


W 

ſhining each other according to their Attain= 
ments here, as (f one Star differeth * 
another Star in Glory. | 

To conclude : —--Reaſon cultivated, and 
conſulted, leads Man, by neceffary Steps, to 
the Maker of all Things; and teaches him to 
expect and embrace a Declaration of his Will. 
If fuch a Declaration is propoſed, it exa- 
mines whether it brings with it the Impreſs 
of the Deity ;—not admitting it in the Dark, 
leſt the Alcoran take place of the Goſpel ;— 
nor yet capriciouſly caſting its words behind 
it, (u) left haply it be found even to fight againſt 
God ;—aſking ſuch Proof. as may convince 
the Underſtanding, but not requiring more 
evidence than the Nature of the Thing will 
admit of. The divine claim confirmed, it 
applies itſelf with Modeſty and Impartiality 
to know the Dactrines which be of God ;— 
not ſtarting, becauſe it comprehends not ſome 
Things in his Word, when in his Works 
every Thing is a Myſtery ;—not expecting 
to gratify a vain Curioſity in Points not ne- 
ceſſary, nay, at preſent, as impoſſible to be 
known, as the Nature of Colours by a Man 
who is born blind, and thereby betraying it's 


(t) 1 Cor. 15. 41. ( Adds 5. 39. 
| Weak- 


(27) 

Weakneſs, Folly and Preſumption ;—glad to 
find it's Infirmities healed. and it's Defects 
© ſupplied, it's Errors. prevented or rectified, 
it's Fears quelled or removed, and it's Hopes 
raiſed and extended it labours with all 
Diligence to hold it's Supremacy over the Af- 
fections, and to obſerve the Precepts of 
Heaven ;—waiting with. Patience for cloſer 
Views, and clearer Perceptions, till that great 
Change cometh, when this and every Power, 
of the Mind may expand, or be enlarged, 
and Faith will be ſwallowed up in Viſion. 


In a Word: -Reaſon ſuſtains, confirms 
and explains Religion; which, in it's Turn, 
ſuccours, improves, and embelliſhes Reaſon. 
Let both, therefore, grow together until 
he Harveſt. When our Lord ſhall come and 
reckon with us, he will require the Uſe of 
both theſe Talents. He who faithfully ne- 
gotiates with them, will thereby ſecure to 
himſelf the Approbation and Reward of his 
Maſter : Whilſt he who Bides either of them 
in the Earth, will ſubje& himſelf to the tre- 
mendous Sentence of the unprofitable Ser- 
vant, When God ſhall / return, and 
diſcern between him that ſerveth him, and him 


(*) Mal. 3. 18. 
D 2 bat 
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that ferveth him not jr 72 * the Wi 755 Pall 
iunberit Glory, but Shame ſhall be ed Promo- 


Trion 2 Fools. . 
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